
Homily Notes for Easter and Easter Vigil Mass Easter 2022  April 17, 2022 
Readings: 1st Vigil – Gen 1:1-2:2, 3rd Vigil – Ex 14:1-1:1, 7th Vigil – Eze. 36:16-17a, 18-28. 

Vigil Epistle – Romans 6:3-11, Vigil Gospel – Luke 24:1-12 
Sunday: 1st - Acts 10:34a, 2nd Col 3:1-4, Gospel – Jn 20:1-9 

 
A summary for this Easter week preaching: During this time, I have chosen to highlight the values 
present in these Christian celebrations that have been very important in forming the culture of our 
country, its political, its economic and its moral success. Let us give thanks, not just for God’s gift to 
us of personal salvation, but for the gift of a most blessed and fruitful model of life and government. 
 
The Celebration of Holy Thursday, with the institution of the Holy Eucharist, the ministerial 
Priesthood, and of Jesus’s new commandment to love, also demonstrates a fundamental Christian 
value in contrast to that of communist and many modern secular dictatorships. The Christian method 
embraces all of history, from the beginning of the world, and especially since Moses let the Israelites 
to freedom out of Egypt. Modern communist dictatorships, especially in Russia and China, have 
attempted to destroy all that came before them culturally and religiously. They do this so there is no 
competing authority to the State. The State becomes the author of all values. In Christian thought we 
have a long history of God working with us, including the giving of laws and statutes, most clearly 
the Ten Commandments, which are divinely authored. Any Christian government, any Christian 
society stands under the judgment of God and his laws. This is remarkably unhelpful to Marxists 
totalitarians. Hence, in the Declaration of Independence; “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. Since given by God, they cannot be 
taken away by any human institution. 
 
In the celebration of the Liturgy of Good Friday, we have the witness of God himself, Jesus, 
showing that the approved way of life is sacrifice for others, and especially, in the washing of the 
Disciples’ feet, the principle that leadership and authority are give by God for service, not personal 
self-gain. In a Christian culture, even the highest leadership is tempered by this godly example. 
 
Intro: In both the Saturday Vigil and the Easter morning Masses, we celebrate the Resurrection of 
Jesus and recognize the plan and the promises of God for us as his people. Let’s see what we can 
learn from the readings. 
 

1. Gen 1. – This is the creation story. It makes clear that God created and ordered the earth and 
all that lives within it. We are not the result of chance. I refer us to Lee Strobel’s book, The Case 
for a Creator. This speaks to us in our time. God created us male and female, to be fertile.  

 

“God created man in his image, in the divine image he created him; male and female he created them. God 
blessed them, saying: “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it.” 

 

And then the response, after the disaster of original sin; 
 “Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.” 
 
2. Ex. 14. This recalls the miraculous deliverance of the Israelites thru the Red Sea, just after the 
Passover. It also shows how God can destroy his enemies. This can be our song of triumph.  

“I will sing to the Lord, for he is gloriously triumphant: horse and chariot he has cast into the sea.” 



He will protect us if we are faithful.  This leads us to the warning in Ezekiel. 
 
3. Eze 36. Here is a warning of how God punishes and the humiliation of his salvation. This reminds 
us that God will punish us as a people, as a nation, if we do evil. I don’t hear anyone in public 
discourse being concerned about this??? Hear what God says;  

 

“Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in their land, they defiled it by their conduct and deeds. Therefore, I 
poured out my fury upon them because of the blood they poured out on the ground, and because they defiled it 
with idols.” 

 

Yet, God relented, but not for their sake, but for the sake of his holy name. He restored them to prove 
the greatness of his name. May we not defile our land by our conduct and our deeds, so that we may 
not be punished as they were. 

 

“So, I have relented because of my holy name which the house of Israel profaned among the nations where they 
came… Thus says the Lord God: Not for your sakes do I act, house of Israel, but for the sake of my holy name, 
which you profaned…” 

 

We need to be aware of the many times we are warned of serious consequences in Scripture if we are 
disobedient. 
 
4. Rom 6 & Col 3. Both readings show that by our baptism, through the union we have with Christ, 
we have the promise of the resurrection with Christ, if we don’t lose it by our sins (cf 1 Cor 15:1-2, 
Heb 6:4-8). 

 

“Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death?... So that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness 
of life” (Rom 6). 

 

These beautiful promises are good for us as long as we are faithful and preserver until the end.  

 

“Through it you are also being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you, unless you believed in vain” 
(1 Cor 15: 1-2). 
“Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory (Col 3:3).” 
 

5. Acts 10. Here Peter gives a powerful testimony to the gentiles (in the house of Cornelius) that the 
resurrection of Jesus was really real. 

 

“This man (Jesus) God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the 
witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commissioned 
us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. (Acts 
10:40-42). 

 

The Disciples all gave powerful testimony to what they themselves experienced. They did not make this up. A 
helpful reference is “Who Moved the Stone” by Frank Morrison. 
 
6. Lk 24:1-12 & John 20:1-9. These are both testimonies to the empty tomb. This should not have been. 
The Romans had placed guards there (Matt 27:62ff). Something very powerful had to have happened, 
for the soldiers’ lives would have been at stake. The soldiers have disappeared, and two angels 
appear. 

 

Then two men in dazzling garments appeared (apparently angels) and said, “Why do you seek the living among 
the dead. He is not here but has been raised. Remember what he said to you…  

 



7. Summary: So, what have we seen from Scripture on this Easter weekend? 
 
1. That our society and our entire way of life are founded on the laws of God, not based on the 

desires of men, revealed over the entire history of the world in contrast to communist and 
Marxist thought that seeks to destroy all that has gone before. 

2. That God wishes that his people be free to worship Him and live according to his laws. 
3. That God has instituted a Church, with sacraments and a priesthood, founded on the New 

Commandment to love and the example of Jesus, himself, to be those who serve others. 
4. That we are sinners, in need of salvation, which Jesus brought about by his death and 

resurrection (Note that no communist thinkers recognize the Original Sin). 
5. That God created the world. It did not come about by chance.  He created human beings, male 

and female, to procreate. This shows why homosexuality, gay marriage, and transgenderism is 
so very evil and constitutes serious sin. 

6. That God delivered his people through the Red Sea, to freedom in their own land, destroying 
their enemies. This is similar to us in the U.S.A., given by God “certain inalienable rights, 
among them life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” This is in contrast to the dictatorial 
control of atheistic, communist governments. 

7. We have heard warnings, that God’s anger can rise up against his people if they are evil, and 
that he can restore them after terrible punishments. God does give consequences for bad 
behavior. 

8. We have the promise of salvation and resurrection from the dead, if we are faithful and if we 
persevere to the end (Matt 10:22). 
 

This all sounds very strange and improbable, so I want to tell you a modern-day story that 
illustrates the reality of the spiritual and that of out-of-body experiences.  

 
 

Back in the 1960s, in Brazil, there was a man, sick in the hospital with serious breathing problems. 
There was a nurse, Maritza, whom he liked and with whom he flirted. One weekend she told him she 
would be gone, going back home. 

 

That same weekend, this man had a breathing attack that nearly killed him. He had an out-of-body 
experience and found himself in a beautiful garden. And Maritza appeared to him. She told him, “I 
can’t stay here long. But when you go back would you please tell my parents that I am sorry about 
the red MG. And she left. 

 

When the man found himself back in his body in the hospital, Maritza did not appear, and he asked 
about her. The other nurses cried and told him that she had died that weekend. Her parents had 
given her a surprise gift of a red MG as a reward for her completing nursing school. She took it out, it 
went out of control down a hill and hit a telephone pole. She was killed instantly. After she died, she 
was able to meet him and ask him to apologize to her parents.  

 

This is one of the stories that validate the out-of-body experiences that some have had. There was no 
way that either she or he could have known in advance. 
9. These spiritual realities are real. Jesus, apparently, had already received his glorified body when 
he came back and showed himself to his disciples. These promises are real, also, for us, if we 
persevere in faith and stay close to Jesus. 


